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SUBJECT: Caynan, K. C

C r_\’J'y"f'r]I'I was Security Chief of our Daedalus Archaeology Base until

recently. Although he had received. the highest level of se
he sfill -'Jefeded from the cause shortly after Dr. Mastaba arrived on the
moon base of Daegdalls

curity clearonge

The fe ,l||f-'.f»|r|r1 documents show the gre adual shitt of his al

zgiance from lhe
He began to doubt the wisdom of our founder and leader,

i:;rnfsl. fuluﬁu\,..z MNamdangmaren

Maondite couse

an o doubl

ecessily of h

see from the ¢ _\r_ur-.'—'-rn- within, his orders became ermtic as his

ost clarity:and focus. He los! faith in the woy of the Paragon. His

,m;-nhv with the exper |r1|—-r|r\_‘|| ~|n’||v\\1\ necessary fo Dr. Masta

slopment of a super-assassin was a manitestation of his neurosis

It has been determined that he was not susceptible to rehabilitation




Followers of the Paragon
Headquarters, Astradraya
Astradraya, Stralea

Orders: 1A-2-4
CAYNAN, K. C. 114-72 HCS Com 1, 1st S.C. SANMondite (St)
Astradraya, Stralea 97

You will proceed on permanent change of location. Absolute Confidentiality
Required. You are in communication blackout. You will act as Chief of Security
under Doctor Mastaba, keeping his laboratory and environs free of any dangers
or unnecessary distractions. Warning: his work involves experimental subjects,
most of whom must be considered dangerous.

Within one hour of receipt of message, transportation will arrive for your
relocation.

Assigned to: Starship Kasenko (FMS-9TO), Outward Stralea Tranship

Additional instructions: (a) If you have any properties of vital and proven
necessity, contact a transportation officer after the first stage of relocation.
Identical property will be secured for your use. Upon arrival at next duty station,
prepare a contact-transmission in case of delay.

(b) You will refrain from reporting to the Housing Referral Office. You are in
communication blackout. All arrangements for housing at your new duty station
have been prepared in advance.

(c) Prior enlistment commitments have been nullified. Assignment instructions
have been forwarded.

(d) You may authorize an immediate notification of death to the public. Reward for
doing so will be a 50% increase in salary.

FOR OFFICE USE:
Auth: NA

SAN: NA

Med: Stable

POR: NA

Form: 1+ NA
DIST: NA

securify Memo
From: Caynan

To: All

Subject: No Pets, No Plants
Date: d0078

sratory walls

hos been primarily

>t know th fany of the native

Everyone knows that w ve a

ready lost lives due to ignorant handling of animal

we have had the whole laboratory

1 nearly shut

nstallat
down around us. | don't care how harmless it locks, DON'T TOUCH (T!

life. Not to mention that

Securify Report

From: Caynan

To: Chief Supply CHficer, Tolka
Subject: Secrecy Status and Supplies
0093

Status: URGENT

have received disturbing news. The Supply Technician from the Archae feam
who is under your supervision, submitted a supply order for Team Three. This is
negligence. Apparently he had noticed o “discrepancy” in the supply order that
‘overlocked"” food and medicals for the Team Three Iroops.

1. | should not have to remind you that we ara in an INFC

taba ¢t

" A = el = | ] - . e 3 a
iis ploce fo conduct his experiments because Daedalus is a

vho know ab

iticance — must ne know about his picengineering

the problem, buf | must express

2. In your repott of dO187, you you had thoroughly briefed all
personnel. | assumed this included the necessity of a complete firewall against
outgoing information. There must be no suggestion, ever > few who know
about the archaeology site, that this is anything more than o simple dig site

3. My people are now rev g oll previous outgeing messages and orders. Our
did find on the outside; If you de net
> ABSOLUTE secrecy, | will take the matter

onfident that he will consider this a serious infraction

counlerparls are addressing those leaks that wi
ALL NECESSARY measures to ensu
ctly to Dr. M

astaba. | am ¢




Electronic Mail

From: Overman
To: Caynan
Subject: Subjec
Date: d0982

[ )l“,\_\-" Periods

ommed a random schedule of light

and dark periods for Dr. Mastaba's
aing

subjects, Although it wasn't mentioned, | also thought an erratic

experimenta

schedule would keep them even more disoriented

I'm nof sure if it will offect their health. Do you suppose that we should check with

Dr. Mastaba?

All other cell funclions check out at 100%,

Electronic Mail

From: Ullman

To: Caynan
Subject: Nursebot
Date: d 1017

"fll’l&llh’.]l '-'-'\.||[:|¢"' 5

| updated the Nurs
hlich . faster than be

a minimum three

Memo

From: Caynan
To: Security Team

Subject: Dr. Mastoba
Date: gl 01/

n lock of enthusiosm in

g

It has come fo my attention that there ha
Dr. Mastaba. Altho |

COmMmMana, 4

~ial rank in the chain of

Qoeying

e ranking Mendite

ramming techniques used successtully today, as well as the

confro

systems

Nothing less than full cooperation will be folerated.

FOLLOWERS OF THE
PARAGON

MAY THIS BE MANIFEST TO ALL THOSE WHO INQUIRE: THIS IS A VALID
CERTIFICATION FROM THE CHIEF OF DAEDALUS SECURITY, MOUNT
SION, DAEDALUS, THAT ON THIS DATE D1020

The Premier Securify Commendaltion

WAS AWARDED TO

Securifu Trooper Uliman

BY

Caynan. Chief of Security

or exceptionally meritorious actions in support of shipwide security in the
Ftrnnsportarior1 of troops and materials to Mount Sion, Daedalus, while
assigned to Shipboard Security duty. Trooper Ullman's technical knowledge
and commitment to shipboard security and integrity significantly contributed
to the Kasenko's ability to survive an unanticipated and unprecedented hull
breach on the 114th day of the mission, thus enabling the Mondite movement
to commence research that will ultimately culminate in restoring and
maintaining world security goals concerning the Reticulum. Trooper Ullman's
superior nano-technological expertise was used in reprogramming the nanite
anti-oxidation swarm to inhibit the loss of atmosphere in Cargo and Repair
Bay Seven by creating a carbon crust used as sealant. Trooper Ullman was
able to remain calm under the intense pressure of atmosphere loss,
irrevocable emergency sector quarantine and the ineffective tracking of
repair droids. His self-control resembles the efficiency of an android,

reflecting great credit upon him, his unit and his ship.




Memo

From: Caynan

To: Mastaba

Subject: Cooperation from Security
Date: d1112

Once anji 1 let me apologize for the discipline problem of this morning. | informed
ity troops that you are to be obeyed inall matters. srdered the
thinking of the instigator, Grayson. Please nole that w
developed at an earlier stage in your career. Further note that we have reas

usea |E'f_'}'|" Iques you

gned

Grayson fo a lowersecurity posifion.

| am confident that you will have no further pmn 3

Securify Report

From: Cﬂy’ic‘n

To: Security Team

Subject: Intra-Battalion Reassignment
Note: Use of former Reticulum Scouts
Date: d1 115

n the vicinity have led me lo

Reports of dangerous and hostile native lifeforms
reassign security rrnopew Nordlsh and Esposifo fo reconnaissance duty. Both have

)IGV:OU‘: service as REH'-’_L.lLllTu SCOUIS

e

As Scouts, both have extensive reconnaissance and observation experience. They
have both orbil and ground-level survey experien
complained of dUl‘.::IC,I._)L,J litetorms. The ocid lake seems particularly hazardous
Furthermore, because the alien civilization see life
form  never before encountered, | have ordered a survey simply as a precautionary
measure. The less we know at

team has

e. The archaeclogy

lo have been buill by a kind of

it an area, the more apt we are to be unprepared

They will begin their survey duties immedi | will keep you informed as pertinent

data arrives

securify Memo
From: Caynan

To: All
Subject: Operation Room Comeras

Date: d1121

The aperation room opfics are malfunctioning. There is a distortion in the left figlds
of both overhead units, The audio receivers also record static when the cybernefic
limbs are implemented

General Notice
From: Coynan

To: Al

Subject: letters Off Daedalus
Date: d1130

lroops are allowed iwe letters every three months to go off Daedalus. Security
conditions musl be observed al all times

Do not mention tour of duty.

Do not mention

Do not mention anything that might indicate location.
Do not mention names or occupations.

alien envirenment.

All letters will be checked by the Chief of Security, and censored or changed as

essary. The edited version will be returned to the wriler en a read-only basis

security Reporf

From: Caynan

To: Security Team

Subject: Power-Armor

Note: Suiling-Up Could Save Your Life
Date: d 1154

ARMOR. There are h life forms in the
large, all are dangerous. Powerarmor is not just for the marines. 50% of our

’GIh'.JC:IlTIF'S to date could have been aveided if the correct armor had been worn

0. Some are conlined, some are al

Power-armor prevenls any oulside

"l'g-_,- forces from 'rr‘r ng contact with your

urrent forms a d

nternal infegrity The continucus ) barrier against energ
oads, environmental chemical imbalan and

ction against physical attacks of most

weapons or unexpecled over
exiremes in temperatures. It is o voluable pro
natures

1.Wear your armor correctly. Consuli the insiructions on the upper inside panel on

all armor units

2. |nspecl your armor regularly. |f there is any reason fo believe it is not functioning
at pw‘p effici iency, turn it in

3.Clean your armor. Any scil or alien matter could cause @ fault in its functioning

4.Turn in the appropriate forms after extreme use. See form 10-TMCu.




Securify Memo
From: Caynan

To: All

Subject: Expendad
Date: d1158

Test SIJ'W| {

We will be depositing Expended Test Subjects in the acid lake starting immediately.

There is some concern that the native wildlife is digging up and de “taste”

sive. The Acid lake should solve that

for humans, thus becoming more aggres
problem.

lake utmast care. Team Two is in no way fo observe the disposol. The nature of these

experiments. is confidential.

Caynan’s Personal Log

Subject: Evolution
Date: d1 166

Ye‘:sh':rdi.'ry overheard a discussion about how nanites were going fo change the

_{'Y-\‘.
rel lo i.;l::-engl."ep.rlng from the insi

course of human evelution al soen we'll discover

e in thal group agreed |

ut, Fram tha

| quit

sint humans wi

evolve from the animals that they are now 1o the next stoge

As luck would have it, several doys ago | heard Dr. Mas g .
nanites were not useful in bicengineering. Apparently, the immune system rebels. If
scientists manip

ulate the immune system to accep! the

nanites, inevitably a systemic
cancer begins to fake over. Right now they don't even know if the nanites or the

immuné system controls cause the problems

. It sounded as if we can create them, but can't

He mentioned b'oe
keep them fro

human body.

'I'Incel‘-‘u nani

-tioning chaotically in on uncontrolled environment. Such os o

It's @ shame. It seems rather primitive to aclually cut open o bodgy fo affach the

cybernefic parts

Electronic Bulletin Board
o

Subject: Musicians?

Date: d1167

Dr. Escher has :jlsket for a [_nr'_up~r memorial service for Commander Wilm. | can't
find any audio rec
have @ musical instrument 'h:J;‘ hey could play? |

U|.‘—[u|r_i|.\_]o Doss anybody he

one? Does anyone
someone, volunteer

!
I

vou know o
them

Caynan’'s Personal Log

Subject: Philosophy
Date: d1174

Quite a fev
fights have broken out, bul tempers

of the team members are be 2g] ||n|r|q to show sit

sing. | would be
occasional flore-ups. They are keeping suc h al glul lid on fh~l1fﬂ|‘n—& I|unl when things
finally begin to break out, they'll be much more

lllf][

ntense than the situation warrants:

| 'understand their confusion. | underwent the ‘same transition when | moved deeper

from the outer fringes of the Mondite movement, We look af things differently os we
delve into the philosophy. Someone fresh to the movement feels productive simply
from following the changing dictates of the Paragon. | know that he is more than a
leader. He understands a deeper truth than others — he is I||||--

a wise man. People

sse follow his lead in o » mare deeply understand the Irue way. |

as initiates em "I\-'Zf.:IE o me now.

imes, though, the things 1

month we Believers spoke only in whispers. The Paragen showed us

way. | e a [~c||r|]

SNowW

5 L.|‘|-.’)‘.w-|r'|t] that everyone unitea in th

in hushed tones. The

faith. difes everywhe

I spanned th
4

to be truth, Wisdom

good to know
cned on
seaking only

e Iruth rieed n

vid that the truth mus
Ay threat was so sare! | doubt if | could have

in shouts, because the Pu‘-mg-:}"

oken in tones

j s (
1's words. They did not

Qur loyal Mondite security teams are lost without the Parar
ough transit _phro emers

on from their former phile

o their present tour of

duty. Building the labs ke

i them too busy to feel rom the movement, but

now theyv only hay

he Prl’.j]qr.r' 5 ;']i clale

solve the r;.u;--hl:'-r’..

ife-forms :'mll Ih:“- ﬁki?l“.l"‘l".-'_ subjects. We can't afford any distractions

EIE[}T[[IIIi[I Mail
TocExchet

Subject: Alitact
Date: d117

2

| think that we

cls that You

unils are a bit

consider tog ha
flimsy.

a crisis, the lower levels seal themselves for

St in @ more accessible area




Security Memo
From: Caynan

To: All

Subject: Dropship Training
Date: d1180

o fraining aboard the

Anyone interested in a change of scenery may volunieer f
ace navigation, ~Jp}.||crJ thermal

dropship  Chelios. Topies will include third-spr

aynamics, and OMS [ecy‘;ling.

in observation fechniques

n return we have offered to train drops

nanolech programming and hoverbot desi an -Jr-J maintenance. Those chosen for

instruction duties will be contacied later

10-TMCu

Name: Caynan

Rank: Chief of Security
Unit: Doedalus

Date: d 1184

Duty performed when armor used. Subduing experimental subject in Cell One.

Check One: OEnergy Fire Blife Form [IChemical Use TlBooby Trap
OProjectile Fire

Location of Use:

Date of Hit: d1184
Continued to Carry Out Duties: Yes
Injury Sustained: No

Describe: Biological experimentation sut
t used the

ler the management of Dr. Mastaba.

ome the security net, and freed

escape from holding Armo

Caynan’s Persunﬂl L.og

Subject: Memaory Dow L_‘--'_]chn-_q
Date: d| 197

everything Is running os it should, Fino

For the moment It's hard to believe how

2ating fungus can causel It was amazing how rapidly it
‘pru ad, not to mention how difficult it was fo locate. It was everyw by the time we
bund a nanite program that 'u::-||r~' eliminale it. We had to pry apen doaors with brufe

much lrouble a plasti-ste

torcl-: because the build-up had ged mechanisms and stuck doorseams fogefher

| hate whenever something like this happens — an unknown farce appears from
nowhere and attacks the system It's fri Bh* ening o o frue Meondite N\y l:;-'JG'. like
every Mondite |'ve ever known, is to download my memories and thought-processes

nto a computer. We are so close: fo perfecting the system!| There are only a few

obstacles remaining. Me

e form. Stored

y crossreferencing is still in o p'imri\.
thoughts ‘don't "randomize” creatively. Or when they d

in o manner

consisten! with the Id be a ‘J‘f')' nt person — or an

ous patterns. | wou

memory d

we just disc
(o

incomplete person. Somefimes huge amounis of ,.,ec during transfer,

' od, attacked the data

as well. What it a kind of tungus, like the one

matrices? | would lose everything. They haven't found the perfect way yet ... but if's
gefting closer .

I long to evolve out of this state of flesh and fluid! When | think about what a primitive
shell | am fropped in, | feel ||'ke some animal that just crowled out of the stime. Mastly
| con avoid thinking abaut it. Someday, though, I'll discard this form and let the
pestial noture that spawned it consume it utterly!

Elecironic Mail Response
TorHold
Date: d1199

The cerrect procedure is to report this. Threals are unacceptable for team morale

From: Held
To: All
Subject: Who Did [12
Date: d1199

2

| kni that some of vou morons are fealous of my recent winnin ] streak. That's no

reason to break into a person’s locker and steal h nsl I — and | mean
WHENL — | find owr

the Experimenting D

gumbiin"l

ed my fokens to the ceiling, they're going

g Yo look like

clor did exploratory surgery on them with a dull kaile and a

" pay fo anyone who helps me catch them! This means YOU, Paskins. Bring
your derma-c -CII"'|.-_-ICI!




Electronic Mail
From: Caynar
To: All
Subject: Recrsalion C H-Hours
Date: d1201

including firearms, drill
iion may be

The Dropship Chelios is sponsoring a series of crqllﬂnq-.

physical endurance and emergency pro

-d af a later date. Groun Jbude

vops on a bi-weekl

oke place on Daedalus in the Barracks/Rest Areas. All participants
may cbserve. There

are resmnflbh for orea maintenance. Any oft-duty personr
s. The affitude will remain congenial at

may be I-'T]prJITIFJILJ |- []nf" S"hud |I' f‘ C |]

Any personnel interesfed in competing should notity Sbmpr‘I within one week of the

svént scheduled during

J your

evenl date to res a place. Do not attempt lo enter an

Exchanging shifts is not allowed. There will be stag

duty hours.

ollow all personnel fo participate.

Caynan’s Personal Log

Subject: Dr. Mastabo
Date: d| 203

ing he seemed almaost fr |f“nJ|\| It was as if we

Dr. Mastaba talked to me this me

had known each other since ¢ NH"W""{ The last time | saw him,
:'ht_;
bes

ad crossed the hydraulic and sewer lines. Now |'m his

'I]d‘:‘

2 g fech who

He unselfles me in a way rm_fi-mg e One moment he's te |I|r|q me that we're

i will propel the .".*"." dite cause info the

orking on an Clm\j"ll'l“] pro
h qh st level of i
at would frighten @ ’<\.|| Talgl |~-'

N \_]I I ['ldl[l':._] ||_II Y

e

his intensity that make intimidating. He focuses his attention lo a loser-

sharp point. I've ne n that in @ human. 've walched him work. He can even
bring that sort
It's nothuman

T

-oncentration to bear on more than one thing at once. It's uncanny.

Which reminds me ... when Dr. Mastaba spoke to me, he said that Mondite scientists
have found a stable compuier matrix that updates itselt! Could this be the discovery
of perpetual evolution?

Security Report

From: Caynan

To: Dropships Chelios, Belfour, Roenick
Subject: Base Security

Date: d1207

Status: Normal

stellar observation

| see from previous re ur infe

that you have been lax in

There is no room at this project for sub-par performance. System surveillance is not
enough. Turn af least half of your scanners to deep space.
May | remind you that the Reficulum is showing signs of suspicion2 This suspician, |

might add, stems from careless r:nt‘:lc:-ns. of Mondite agents. | won't have this

ca sness in my own froops.

perceive the Mondites as a threat are not stupid! They have already
discovere ausibility we have taken care to establish. Most people see
the Mondite d group of fanatics. Almost all gov
as harmless cults. Those few people who have guessed the rest know that we have an

Tl
hose who

smments see us

enormous base of power and a strong internal hierarchy. Our ulfimate motives, they ¢an
only guess at. We know these individuals have made their suspicions known fo the
Reticulum. The intergolactic government could be a very powerful enemy.

You can be certain the Reticulum is trying to discover our sec
organization more farreaching or better financed. You moke @ serious error in

judgment when you furn your backs to them

ing the base. As s

they will be scarning with lon

on as fhey have even the
alert for ynusual

Destroy any

slightest idea

-range sweeg

73

n Huxes. Scan or destroy any as entering fne sy

“PJ\,U debris that affects the orbit of its hbors in an unusual manner, Invest

any disturbances, no matter how trivial,

Your only re°pcrm|:\| ity is the safe ty of the base. Take it sericus W,

securifty Memo

From: Caynan
To: Escher

Subject: 0
Date: d 12172

Site Artifacts

s where the artifacts are

Zane has requested security clearance fo the lawer le

stored. What is your opinion@




Securify Log

Subject: Potential Security Problems
Date: d1219

My main concern for the secrecy of this base is that | have such limited contral of
outside forces. The absolute secrecy demanded by this project leaves me unable to
e information from any of my contacts. Ignorance of events makes me extremely

1=

Nervous.

They chose this site for the laboratory because the archaealogical dig is unknown fo
anyone not directly involved. | received this post because | hoppened to be both
qualified and present atf the opening of the Ambassadoria’s Caplain’s log. Everyone
who was present af that event was a potential security leak, willing or no. Actually,
each constituted the beginning of a chain of leaks.

Since all those who were present were officially "under suspicion,” | did not perform
the security follow-ups. | wish | hod maore confidence that the job was thorough.
Memory conditioning is a difficult and tedious process. If not done correctly, the
brain will create new pathways. It can by-pass implonted blocks, or reject your
suggesfions after a random time period. A suggestion fo avoid saying fhe word
"table" may last forever, or only until the next time the subject hears “chair.”

Three years possed from the discovery of the Ambassadorio’s log lo the base's
establishment. That leaves far too large an opportunily for random error. If anly | had

more information!

Securifty Log

Subject: Potential Security Prot
Date: d1223

The

a nuisance. |t has reached o level thal may mean serious future repercussions.

[ P ] I N P .
ack of raw materials for building and maintenance is becoming mare than jus!

> maintain the chso

We needed ute secrecy of Dr. Mastaba's experiments. We built
the entire lab section of the base from the starship that brought us here. Dr. Mastaba's
to the Mondite Headquariers. As far as our enemies

know, he is working on cybernetic control techniques on the moon-megalopolis of

whereabouts are unknown even

Taromom, | believe that our atfempts al secrecy have been successiu

However, the need for extra material, should the project lost longer than expected,
concerns me. We expect some supplies on the next ship to arrive, but that will only
cover current need

: .J||r*|f_1n says there is a possibilily we can replace energy fields

or same surfaces. |

ing fo outline a design plan. | da not like the idea that
P

any part of the lab might "disappear” -h;-mg energy fluctuations. It just sounds

dangerous
g

Securify Memo fo Dropships

From: Caynan

To: Dropships Chelios, Belfour, Roenick
Subject: Native Problems

Date: d 1227

| tind it very disturbing that three dropships of marines find it uniformly impossible to
Y g pship y Imp:
follow standard regs. When any, | repeat ANY, member of the ground team
Yi
announces concern about native lifeforms; you are to stay in consfant contact until il
ow this procedure regardless of the nature of the situation

is resolved. Fo

It it is known, unknown, hostile or passive, you are fo remain in confact It it is
senfient, conscious, dead or merely a thousandwyearold footprint in the dint —
are o remain in contact, Whether there are securi ity troops involved is immater I'.]l

You will not let this happen again.

Caynan’'s Personal Log

Subject: Alien Technology
Date: d1252

During my recent inspection of the r}ru—hn%‘-:ﬂogi-“rﬂ dig site, Dr. Escher was good
enough to show me some of the ruins. It is amazing to think of a race of people with

such a completely different, yet perfectly functional technology.

When | was young, | moglnnv‘l myself as o startraveler. | wanted to deal with alien
races and |-??r_‘1rr things that our Stralean-originating races never imagined. Instead |
discovered that aliens and humans seem guite confent to stay at a p:')|ire distance.
There is almost no interaction with the handful of alien species we've ever met. We

have no exchange of technology. We do not even exchange diplomals

wool. The scientists

The basin af 1
think that the mountain was once a volcano. Digging into the ruins of this long-dead
civilization is the closes! that we've ever come fo |PI'.II'1I’1_'| abaouf plehls 8]

oot of Mount Sion is like some profoundly quief

civilizations. Is there some religious reasan why they buill on the planet’s north ¢

Come o think of it, | can't

rememper any other planet that has a polar vele
slrange.

| wish | had time just to study the sirange script on the wall. Dr. Escher said that she
se to deciphering the nderstands the aliens better
than anyone Imagine getting inside the mind of & non-human intelligence
that's been gone for thousands of years!

was coming cl

one

The Mondite cause has brought so much improvement to the human race! When |
look back, humans seem a
changes, only waits for food and eventual death. With the guidance of the Para
we progress to something befter

most like some torm of seadlife that never moves, never




Memo

From: Caynan

To: Security Team

Subject: Troops Must Wear Blasters al All Times
Date: d|2/1

Starting immediately, security personnel must wear blasters at all times. This includes
L';:H-d.ﬁy houts

are several varielies of le life native to

is common knowledge that €
Daedalus. Exactly what their capabilifies are, ond how ma

varieties exist, are
unknown. You will observe all safety p

ecaulions. | am aware that some security

froops have been slack during their recreation periods. This laziness and inattention

will not be tolerated

Security Log

Subject: Personal Shields
Date: 41273

The ensrgy-di sian units for the surface fro

waorking. No one can discover the reasen. By all «

working. They don't,
9 y

-a

r T -
s of life in the discovery. Alonzi was in

Al least there wasn't any |

logists' sonic

‘erius, was being profective of a fagile

of the dig-site. He received a jelt in the chest from one of the arche
| P

brushes. Apparently the archaeologist, Dr

section of the dig. "It fickled a bit," | overheard Alonzi tell Lasita. When | asked w

nal shield o said he was. A

he wasn't w his pe
thorough in

functioning.

spection revecled that all energy-dispersion units were either non- or mal-

The trouble, whatever it is, is apparently unique lo the surface. None of the dropship
marines are experiencing any frouble whalsoever. I'm betting it's another damn alien

fungus. Give this planet a drop of moisture, and it will try to kill you.

Security Log

Subject: Improved Troops
Date: d 1295

It pleases me fo nofe that the techniques and maneuvers of the troops have improved
measurably since their shields became useless. It was as | suspected. Troops who fee

secure grow overconfident. It is only when they feel vulnerable that they become

utious. That's fine with me. They need to be careful in an alien and unknown

onmeni

Perhaps | should have disabled their shields myselfe

security Memo
From: Caynan

To: All

Subject: Feod Fabricator
Date: d1317

a Burra. If anyone

The Food Fabricator thanks

would like ow within the next 20 days.

) de

W C a sg o or texture that is not currently
1bricator, that you be willing to perform faste

Burra asks that i e a specific fl

programmed in the 5. He does not

promise anything better than approximation ially on tavorite foods

. are off limits

| remind you that alcoholic beverages, or any potent consumab

Security Log

Subject: Tonta Guns
Date: d1377

= ¢ ¢ { . ; L A
Gelting Tonta guns for the ground lrcops is lurning intd an impossible morass. Qur

have arrived two manths ago, but it didn't. It hasn't yel

shipment should

It's the word

-red ]";j_.[ 'Ur.h':l'l—.b'.’-.".-:(ll.'ii-:.

uncomfortable. I'd much rather be pre
ng, it can't happen

assume that it | can't predict somett

Having the dropships prepared for any eventuality is fine. OF course, the g

froops are more likely to meet a first wave of attack than a dropship

Electronic Mail

From: Caynan
To: Escher
Subject: The Tour
Date: d1428

Dr. Escher,

o cli
25 that | picked up your

with such an

enjoyed the tour of the Dig Site. | am glad Ic

A,
fou we

important p

sarn about alien cultures

enthusiasm. You are 'ig:_:l.l'ul, it 1s very exciting fo

| hope | did not offend you when | used the word “creature” in regard to the alien

ery different from

you are researching. | just meant that they must have locke

race

humans. | am sure that we wou . very strange to them, ¢

will take the time to show me the new

[
forward to i




Electronic Mail

From: Caynan

To: Escher
Subject: The Soldie
Date: d1442

In order to further your re need to see something. | am

granting you security cle iew the alien soldiers we found earlier

>d some aliens. The
destruction of the Ambassadoria and the alien ship are cerfainly linked. We- traced
You know that. Did you know that we refurned

When we retrieved the Ambassadoria, we also dist

¢

the ship back lo its homeworld here.

with the alien ship in tow?

You might find il interesting der it a fair trade for the tour you gave me. Do no

mention it to anyone, though. It's bending the rules a bil

Status Condition Report

Subject: Security Robols
Date: d1450

Given the nalure of the experiments being run by Dr. Mastaba, | fee

of security robats is insufficient.

iolte areas. I

One lype, a level D-bot, performs patrols of dangerou .
monitors those areas inherently unlikely to provide any p'f“l lems. Its responses are

loo limited. Its range of vision is narrow. It moves slowly. When it capfures someone
who doesn't know the code

If the prisoner aftempis o e

disable it, it can only call for security troop backup.

e of attack it, it will I'd be a lot happier with

this if my troops had personal shields

ther-isk areas that are difficult f
leased with these. |

Our level A 'bots monitor the hic

In general I'm quite p -'-r1'|y wish | had more. The entire re

facility on Daedalus has a le ot secrecy hard fo maintain, and we already know

on 1 see h(‘\." \'UU can reqso T‘l]"\u‘ aeny my
|'\I||r"] oe dekll—‘

some kind of cooperation

that the Keticulum is suspicious.

uest

| am sure that

is |"-‘5.:1 stable

for mote security. The

Dr. Mastaba woula same way. If | d

with him

Memo

From: Caynan
To: Mastaba

Subject: Mirror Sui
Date: d 1469

| site nave

covered

ogi
ive alien armor. Actuglly the

scientists working in the alien arch

1biout an apparent varie

ot refer to it as armor. They call it shielc
nherently or mecha lly able to repe .i'«.[[ fk“l?u.\ of en
that as a shield to encase the FTL interstellar engines it wou

rgy. The scientists believe

d be invaluable.

It would alse seem fo provide a superior personaol shield for Mendite troops and
starcratt, |} accurr ;—\_‘J to me I|||)I you mi L]| b: perso I‘.(_:H.. interes ,_,d n how such armor

I be useful to the n which you are currenily working

| just mention this out of respect for your accomplishments ond present project goals.

[:ﬂun_ﬂn s Personal Log

Subject: Colonization
Date: d14/2

se an explorer, | played games with my friends —
d Reticulum Scout. Sometimes we became allies;
vies, We never dreamed how it would be to

fe. Plus, we assumed that any suitable p

When | was a boy, | wanted fo t

‘.hey were aliens, and | was a t

somelimes we b

“lanet would

that could sustain |

find a plane
already

support intelligent races.

anets like Strolea are almest impossible 1o find. The Reficulum

r a world with terraforming potenfial. I'm even tol

omes of artificial atmosphere, The
abitable, but it turns out we

that fwo col g plannec

Scouts had originally classified those

-
as umni

them

neet

amazing rhmr* i can be fo the sfrange new
stile native life

can even thrive. When they try 1o bring

people have -ndru[:-red fo these worlds. The

Stralean flora or fauna to their new homes, their transplants almast invariably waste

away ow we carn Lidius’: [ike "C-”'Ii-“f.

ond

and die. Only ihe

else can. If's not evelution, of course. We need to go on to on advanced

AUMAans remain T|I'""I'|g Some

sernetics will answer that need wonderfully . bLI‘: somelimes | wonder if

30-very paaly {)'ll the way we are




security Medical Report

From: Tayke
To: Caynan

Subject: Guard 47923
Date: d 1473

Condition: Serious, Stable

Comments: Won't be able 1o perform regular shift for a minimum of four days as o
resull of foed poisoning

Further note: with @ bad meal

from a food fabricator. No one else has complained of p

his is the second lime that this guard has gone

Caynan’s Persondl Log

Subject: False Wisdom
Date: d1484

I've been inventing “Paragon” dictates. It he |p‘ eassure some of the troops new fo

the Mondite philosophy. | was right in believing

ot they were suffering from a lack

of focus. Following the weekly observations of the Paragon makes th

with the Mondite cause. It allows them fo participate in-a galoxy-wide cause that is

as immense as it is worthy

It bothers me a litfle, ?i'r)ur]}' that they cannct fell the difference between the frue

wisdam of the Paragen, and the simple words of o follower. Most of the fime | don't
even fry 1o teach them rmg-“-nu worthwhile. | just give tnem someining 1o 9o —
enf. | had them eaqt

something that keeps them aware thal they are parl of the me

heir meals without using their thumbs for a week, to "keep them aware that humans

v dependent on heolih and wholeness to be useful’
opened o his real self

aven fruel Ullman would hove been just as useful during the

are merely organisms entirel
' ,rnd that his

W [_..;_l ii*e-.

weren

far the first time \ 'v\»o’d

J Weren 't

Kasenko hull-breach if he were missing a leg, or were dying of Sirean lung-rot

What ¢

erns me the most, thaugh, is that | didn't ever realize how untrue the
statement was until after | had considered it tor a few days. When | made it up, il
sounded just as true as the words of the Paragon.

I'm trying noi to think about the Paragon’s dictates now

Caynan’s Personal Log

Subject: Anli-Establishment
Date: d 1496

Chief To Mondite troops wouldn't

ong. It's part of the Mandite

was lurious. | fried o explain fhat lowleve

ect him because he hﬂd held his paosition for so
losophy. Things mus chrjngc- o progress. Someone ‘who won't change by

inition is blocking improvement. He said that change means pragress only

sometimes, while other times it means ||'|i|1\_fjf- gel worse | somelimes don't know

ever |istened to the Paragon at all

He asked me about "low-level” Mondites. Would they follow an esfabliskied process
after being fold it was wrong? We both knew that they would rather revalt. Then he
asked it they would revolt against an established process even when thiey personally
believed it worked. | said probably — it depended on who fold them fa revall. If they
were fold it was wrong, they'd believe it was wrong.

He then asked if a "low-level” Mondife would be able to replace o system with one
that would encompass all necessary changes. One guaranteed fo be betfer th
old one. | said they could if the Paragon fold them how. He said, “only if the Pa
was right.” | told him the Paragon is always right

said that not following an established pattern for no reason wos as wrong as
owing if for no reasan. He's very strange tor a Mon 50

. He

ms 10 Know

litlle about the Mondite way. | can’t understand how he
position as commander

got fo such o responsible

| wonder how many Mondites share his beliefs

Electronic Bulletin Board

From: Caynan

To: BB

Subject: Reading Materia
Date: d1510

ning disks

The Complete Philosophical Treotise of the
Stratas' Milita ary Histories of the Nine Planets
The Benefits of Technological E
Mikas' |
Nanot
Stellar Life

tra-Galactic Exploration wtrf’nf"

Volumeas HV and DX

Absolute Recyeling, an Achievable Lifestyle
Bad Habits, Survival .‘\.rrr'.ql

Undel:slundlng HyperMNav

Am willing fo trade for FICTION or MUSIC of ANY kin

ous.




Caynan's Personal Log

Subject: Downloading Nightmare
Date: d 1513

| should know better than to eat spice-fruit affer a strenuous day. | do it anyway. Every
time. After half a day of shifi-drills, | went and did it again. This time | decided to
duck the headache | always get and just sleep through it. Bad choice. | had dreams
that | can't stop thinking about

| was standing outside a building. | don't know what world it wos on. It was
beautiful. It was a domesiicated wilderness with seff grasses, enormous flowering
frees and warm wind. | was comfortable there, Brilliant light shone down. The sky
looked as though it were layers of pure blue crystal. | looked into an entrance
leading deep inside the building. The hallway was dark. Even from just outside, |
could tell how cold the metal walls were. Somehow | knew | should be somewhere
in that building

mbered that this was the day | had
always hoped would come. The Mondite scientists had finally pertecied the
technique to download a person into a computer. | searched for the place | needed
to be. It was difficult o walk in the darkness. [ finally found o table and lay on top
of it. Llooking up, | couldn't tell if there were a ceiling fo the room, or if it just went
on and on. | took a lightpen from my pocket. When | opened my hand, it fell
upward. It slowly furned, growing smaller. | watched it until it disappeared. | knew
it was sfill falling. | couldn’t tell what was keeping me from falling up into the

| went in. | walked down the corridor. | rem

[
aarkness

| reclized that elastic mesh strapped me to the table, My head was shaved. Invisible
d fire. It was an

agony so intense that it almost ceased being a sensation. All | could think was that

devices slid ice-cold probes under the skin an my skull. It felt like co
soon | would be beyond such concerns as pain. | would fade away, and when |

refurned, | would have evolved to o higher form. Energy and power. | welcomed

UNconsciousness

When | awoke, | lay on the table. The mesh had mostly dissolved my clothes, and |

pulled the remaining rags off. | knew something had gone

terribly wrong. | was stil
os | had always been. Across the room there was a canister, rounded and slightly
asymmelrical. That was supposed to be my housing, vet | remained in the same soft
flesh as ever. | was too numb to think

Then a small droid floated into the room. It attached itself to the canister and lifted it
from the floor. It spake to me. "Transfer successful. Waste products to self-dispose.”
As it carrled the caonister awoy, | realized that | had been wrong. | would not live
forever. The machine that contained my thoughts and memories was not me. It was
nothing more than a machine. | was going to die, and there would be no purpose
n my end. There had been no purpose in my life. | wanted to return to the outside
el the air move on my skin. | thought | could escape ... but

'v".-’ll(JEIrI‘.-'.‘S';-_ | I']EE'\’.JIE{}" to

there were no doors anymore. Only walls remained.

| can't get the dream acut of my head.

Cscrer
ass TIEDY  TANE AOFE KETEAE Yoo 240 /7
a& CANEEUL WHNAT o 7Eie S as7ol3q

ABOUT Vprwrz Frdraisys, Yooz GOAAS —

O GOALS — ArE D7 FIIE SAYE A S

Electronic Mail

From: Caynan

To: Zane

Subject: The Paragon ond Evolution
Date: d1524

| enjayed our talk at the Dig Site yesterday. | dppreciate your paotience in lalking with
me, as well as your knowledge of the Paragon's true wisdom. Getfing to know the
key people on Daedalus is part of my duties, but sometimes it is also enjoyable

| have never met a scientist so interested in the "adventure” aspect of the Mondite
cause. | recognize in myself the same curiosity of what lies in store lar advanced
human evolulion. You said that the tue depth of the Paragon's words is not in the
literal meaning, but in what they suggest. | agree.

| am glad that there are fruly interested, loyal Mondites on Doedalus. People who
think. People who actually work ot bringing humans closer to understanding
technology, and keep us advancing foward the true evolution. | will be speaking fo

you again, | hope

Electronic Mail Response
From: Caynan

To: Zone I

Date: d 1529

What's keeping it in place? Would one of the mabile 'bols help?

From: Zane

To: All
Subject: Dig-Site Object
Date: d]529

Can anyone out there think of a way to move an immovable object? We've got an
obsfacle between us and the mysteries of this planet. We don't want lo desiroy it. If's
an arlifact, and an impressive one at that. It is @ big, impressive artifact that is IN

THE WAY! “'

Any non-destruclive advice?




Electronic Mail Response

From: Caynan
To: Rainocek
Date: d1555

e
5

Why was the forklift available to those who couldn't use erlye It

should only

be available to p codes.

me

From: Rainocek

To: All

Subject: Forklift Robot
Date: d1555

|'\.-(:'5

Personnel untamiliar with the forklift robet in the Control Area will restrain thems
from us

ng It

This is the absolute last time' this me

age |s rzr"ing out, | am nat impressed with
tol what you were 1 ying 1o
rwns it off a platform is going to refrieve it the hard way

) o use it. | do

excuses, It 15 irrelevant w

c

son wh

do. The next pe

P[DFEUUTE Reguest
Tor Secory ©

Subject' s
Date: d1567

:F Morel

ck’s Feast of Mortification

o this

ZIng C

way you th

necessary. If can easily be de

= of my most loyal traops

n. He workea

and then

;
At the on

mainienance cx

nis present tour of duty, he ge

O running out It would

three years up

his evenl a

participate

speaks highly for |||--, devotion to the ways of |i|:—_' F_||:;L; 3]

Please arrange fo have his stipend sent directly to his ac
HlIl‘l{.! | |

| expecl «

solution,

Caynan’s Personal Log

Subject: The "Human" Facior
Date: d|5/0

| spoke to Eng er tamily. |
I

told him thal | ‘::-ug__]|'|l that it was strange to live on one wor Id for more than a few

today after re er knew that he was from a fron

iis family

-

rid that m |
ey make friends and

.l‘t’ a

o me it seems almos!

upronting

s, and don't want to

of people. We probably couldn't
"]l-u-' Eng's family, for instan Most wani
e an Ih':‘ planet ¢

lied of an alien

tually kills E
re that way

o

1

r'u:h.mll\,. Some sms like the

missing in

individuals, exists on a 5p swide scale

factor may actually be a sirength. |
i-:_1|<|r|:_‘] it info co

The “human”

our movement are

afion

Cﬂl.ll'lﬂl'l S PEI'S[II'Il':Il Log

Subject:

. He seemed @ I that |
s directly to Di J'vu,\:.:'-n‘ Any
He said that he'd known for
cted. He ac
ngl | have

when | ¢

=l was Irying o a

e ..l L\|.—'r ieg

uld be angry.

ten this pasition ofherwise. It's ¢

|t was an hour of idle entertainment,

Noriie

would

| am. Unl




Caynan’ 5 Personal Log

Subject: Mastaba's Secre
Date: d157/

I'm beginning to suspect that my men may be in It's not from the native

d him te bel

ve that we

ifeforms. Mastaba's concern for absolufe secrecy ma

val fo the cause. It didn't

vnload my tiles. It must have b

stop him that we are all |

are all expendable. It may no

n Mastaba

keep him from sending le

Leg

ett is too much o 5 have Iried that on his own

Mastaba could have his spies, whoe
all It t work. The
on a supply ship, we'd b

ar and however many there -ne fry to kill us

=

aren't that many of them, | know. Still,
helpless. It was '\“G_IUP_OS idea thI Wv— e ..]IIHIII)'J|I["’ I|

Kasenko. We have no way o get off. Even if we

lab, we'd never be able to get it off the p

didn't die of something more sudden and deadly,

et would

He might nol even take his sp He could just leave. I'm sure that the se

be safe with him

We're trapped on @ moon with a madman

Caynan’s Personal Log

Subject: Is
Date: d| 583

The screams sound different. Before,

essary

ol Mondite goals. Their pain als I||u| (

creating feariess ond unstoppable Hr‘” be formidab
xperiments are necessary

Af tirst | was a
h

with their continued existenc es. Nol anymore, Some of these

lo ignore the alracities, The subjec such pathetic sp

that their ¢ s would be no

oss o anyone. Nof even they could have been happy

ecls ¢ DlJl:-I

make valuable contributions. We could persuade them to

nan |!’|;." ae

services would be infinitely more valuable

why we need superhumans, The Mondite cause will |r1u.f.r

Sometimes | wonder
without making m

seem fo be going well2 Mastaba says that |
are equally dead. If his true

ansters like these. Why should we confinue when the

s approaching success. All the resulls
I

p fec hnigues of inhuman forture, then

he may be approaching pe

| cannot imagine a g;‘:-o| that waould accomplish so much that these experiments would
actually be worth the cost. | am not sure what to do.

Official Reprimand
Commanding Officer: Caynan
Personnel Receiving Reprimand: Tallis
Rank: Security Troop

Security Clearance: level D4

Date: 1588

inel is couse enough

s ht on the entire matter

attacked can remember what « 'L‘JII"’-‘('J 1'r'.E; flare

usly Tallis cannot dis h".r:u'fh Just Cause from an

up of viclence is dismaying.
K

unmemorable and unremarkable comment.

Mare serious than the |:c:1h1 I o vever 1e that Tallis attacked an unarmed Marine with

a weapon. The Barmag distaff that Tallis used could =asily have been lethal. The tac!
that he had it in hand after the game of Bormag, that it was not an “intentional”

medical treatment and will be unfit

side the point, The marine requi

least two days. Tallis acted without thought or se

apon, is t

-restraint. Moreo

r duty for at

he fought withaut skill er control.

n Tumalt hos asked for leniency in the punish Were that nof the case

would recommend a demotion at the least. Keeping Tumolt’s request in mind | wi

nothing more than log a formal reprimand

Security Memo
From: Caynan

To: A

Subject: No New Personne
Date: d1593

Same ened work-load. | regret to

people have expressed discontent of the heigh
inform those who do not fully understand the situation that there will be no new
personnel fo replace those lost by misadventure

A cerlain amount of attrition was expected in establishing o base in an alien
=1, There Is no one who

me loss was accounted for in the eriginal ro

) e
environment, 50
No one is working unreasonable

ted fo perform beyond his capabililies
kours. Those &l
will go to whatever

coddled to the appropriate s

15 exped

eel particularly put upon may complain fo me in person. |
lender sensibilities are

e who
lengths necessary to ensure thot the

SVEal




Electronic Bulletin Board
From: Caynan

To: BB

Subject: The Paragon's Request

Date: d 159/

| remember when the Paragon asked people to kill him jer Irye
Securltu Memo
From: JTICH
To: Al
Subject: New Security Robots
Date: d 1607
studied the currer , and | have adjusted my previc Vthiat tha base

JI"IL-:I I.":'

s. Ve have nof run into arms

1 maintenance is all

current equipment is safistar

| mobility units have contin
on will be that their V

ne TUnQus

ahe

of .I.|

It is my evel of efficiency in the nol

Caynan’s Personal L.og

Subject: Mother's Name Day
Date: d 1625

Tomorrow

o miss her when | said

MName Day
was hurt and u“1r|qlY She was right,

tor |._J| of them. | a Ways think of her .ng_ﬂu |\-_|‘:|:1:|'-_Y-'

She hasn't written to me in

'"""'u" She didn't unders

well for her, wherever she is.

Electronic Mail

From: Caynan

To: All

Subject: Combat Tournament Toemorrow
Date: | /4]

The Ground vs. Dropship Combat Tournament begins tomorrow at the beginnin of
second shiff

Security Memo

From: Co
To: All
Subject: lowerPower Bla:
Date: d1 /76

v fan

Capabilities for Rob

carry lowerintensity blasters than previously. They have

dange

curity  robofs

sometimes prov o aur

crefore, | am limiting their power slightly.

Caynan’'s Persunal Log

Subject: Deaath of Technician (
Date: d1879

of those damn bugs. No one

oy 2 L
QOdan was stung by

.‘Jl"-.‘

They said that Dr. Mastaba comforted him in his last hours
Mastaba eased his pain with some kind of impromptu brain

of Mastaba as a compassionale man, but he may have mo

s furning soit. | am with the fale of

The v for example

nteers

Some af .’hE'ri'l

could recruit them

azingly brc

haven't s rd him speak

4
M

to Mastaba. | respect him

| don't respect myself anym




SUBJECT: Caynon, K. C

BACKGROUND: Security Chief assigned fo the Doedalus base. Cought while
attempling to belray the project and the mavement. It was deemed that killing him
' Id simply be ¢ ' considering he fits the requirements of

outright w
an AFA pri

ne and Two

EXPERIMENTATION: AFA genef

alteration, Stages «

Jven I|"|r'_- 50

netic mutations have
cally normal human. It has also produced the side

RESULTS: A series ©

endurance for beyond o biolo

gin ang

iving him a blve entation. These alterations have drostically and

adversely affected his sanity

us contender for the AFA prc

ame available
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